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ABSTRACT Those who identify as transgender are subjected to a lifetime of adversity as a youngster. As a 

result of a lifetime of hardships, children are left with an impoverished quality of life when they reach adulthood. 

It is the primary goal of this research article to learn more about transgender people's socioeconomic position 

in India. Transgender in India have many challenges in their daily lives, and it is important for researchers to 

learn about these issues in order to gain a better understanding of their situation. Despite considerable public 

acknowledgment and societal acceptance, transgender people continue to be a marginalised minority in society. 

In order to improve their physical visibility, these groups are working hard. Discrimination, abuse, and violence 

are just some of the issues they face. Implementing policies and procedures aimed at improving their 

circumstances is essential. To a significant extent, they might raise their social standing by pursuing higher 

education and finding work. 

Keywords: transgender people, socio-economic status, educational attainment and microfinance as a means of 

empowerment. 

I. Introduction 

It is referred to as transgender when one's gender identification or expression does not correspond to the gender 

that has been assigned to them. People who do not conform to standard gender norms are referred to as 

"transgender" in this context. In the mid-1990s, the term "transgender" was used by the general public to refer to 

people who identify as belonging to a different gender than their biological gender. Men and women who resist 

gender norms and exhibit culturally widespread stereotypical gender roles are collectively referred to as "gender 

nonconformists," which is a broad term that encompasses many different types of people. Transgender people can 

choose to live either full-time or part-time in the gender role that is contrary to their biological gender identity 

(Monaco, 2018). Cross-dressers are referred to in a number of ways, despite the fact that they are transgender. 

They are not only socially and economically disadvantaged, but they are also marginalised in the political arena. 

Indians have long been renowned for the wide range of transgender characteristics, beliefs, and behaviours that 

they exhibit. Ancient tales have bestowed upon them good fortune and wealth, and they are grateful. While all of 

these characteristics were formerly regarded in great respect, only a select fraction of them are still held in such 

high regard nowadays. Transgender people face discrimination and mistreatment in all areas of contemporary 

India, despite the fact that they have a clearly sanctioned place in Indian culture (Chatterjee, 2018). They are 

subjected to unjust treatments such as verbal and physical abuse, false arrests, denial of share in ancestral property, 
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services, and admission to educational institutions; and victimisation in a variety of settings such as family, 

educational institutions and workplaces, health care and medical centres, and government. Individuals who 

identify as transgender encounter antagonism and prejudice from a wide range of people, including their own 

parents and siblings, friends and neighbours, members of the local community, school and college authorities, as 

well as employers and home owners, and health-care professionals. 

II. Challenges in the Trans-gender Education 

The following are some of the difficulties these students face while they work for a degree: 

Transgender people are discriminated against at schools, colleges, and universities because of their gender 

identity. Transgender persons have difficulty relating to and being accepted by the general public (Chatterjee, 

2018). The most difficult task is to ensure that all of these people have equitable access to a quality education. 

Gender non-conforming or transgender children who defy society's binary gender norms face culturally ingrained 

transphobia and psychological suffering in the home. Homosexual identity development for transgender persons 

is characterised by varying degrees of rejection and approval (Dasgupta, Sinha, & Roy, 2021). This is due in part 

to the strong negative messages about homosexuality in their households and school contexts. 

It is common for transgender people to be referred to as transsexuals by names and pronouns that do not seem 

courteous or respectful (Hossain, & Nanda, 2020). When transgender persons identify with a certain gender, it is 

considered courteous to use the proper names or pronouns for that gender. Disrespectful usage of the proper names 

and pronouns is a deliberate act of defiance. There are transgender people who are able to recognise and 

comprehend the right use of proper names and pronouns, but they do feel depressed and this impacts their mental 

health if they are harassed or if wrong terms are used against them. 

Lack of Safe Access to Other Facilities — for transgender people, it might be difficult to find public toilets or 

other similar facilities. If they use the toilet that confirms their gender identification or are compelled to use a 

facility that does not confirm their gender identity, they are beaten and mistreated (Tenneti, 2022). They are denied 

access to locker room amenities that validate their gender identification in any place where people use lockers to 

store their possessions. The fact that individuals may run across this sort of difficulty in educational settings makes 

it a particularly difficult problem to solve.  

III. Status of Education amongst the Trans-genders 

Transgender persons are referred to as the "third gender" in the Indian Constitution. In India, transgender kids do 

not receive any support from their families or schools, and they are unable to participate in extracurricular 

activities because of this discriminatory treatment. The fact that white collar industries require educational 

qualifications that they do not possess leads to them being compelled to drop out of school, hence jeopardising 

their future career possibilities. This is owing to the fact that they are discriminated against in educational settings. 

Despite the fact that the transgender community is mainly uneducated or unemployable, the number of transgender 

students enrolling in college has surged considerably in recent years. It is one of the key causes for their low 

educational standing because they are subjected to discrimination and harassment in the classroom (Tenneti, 
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2022). They are commonly requested to leave school and do not receive the same degree of acceptability from 

society as other individuals, resulting in less opportunities for them than their classmates in the future. 

Some Indian states are attempting to enhance the legal status of transgender individuals. Because of the policy's 

implementation, Tamil Nadu has become the only state to develop its own approaches for transgender inclusion 

that are distinct from the rest of the country. Transgender individuals shall be supplied with free Male to Female 

Sex Reassignment Surgery (SRS), free housing, different citizenship documents, admittance to government 

universities with full scholarships for further education, and alternative means of income in accordance with the 

policy. A self-help group and revenue generating programmes will be established to support transgender people, 

and money creation programmes will be introduced as well (IGP). It was Tamil Nadu that was the first state to 

create a transgender welfare board in 2008, making it the pioneer in transgender rights (Hossain, & Nanda, 2020). 

Legislation, policy, and other measures have been implemented in some states to empower transgender persons. 

IV. Problems and Issues Experienced by Trans-genders 

The transgender community has faced a variety of challenges and issues, which have been outlined as follows: 

Low Educational Achievement - These folks have suffered greatly because they lack a college degree. Either they 

haven't attended school or they've already dropped out, which is why they're unemployed. When students leave 

school because they feel uncomfortable due of their gender expression, they are often bullied and assaulted, which 

makes them feel vulnerable in the school setting. This makes them more likely to drop out (Wilson, Loh, & 

Purewal, 2018). Another factor is that they are unable to pay for their education, therefore they start looking for 

ways to make money at a young age. 

Lack of Safe Environments — Because of their gender atypical behaviours, transgender people sometimes 

encounter misunderstanding and hostile reactions. Insufficient resources to treat mental health concerns, verbal 

and physical abuse, and a lack of continuity of caring by the family and the community members are among the 

primary challenges they confront. Transgender people are contemplating suicide due to their miserable living 

situations and other issues. They come to believe that their life has no purpose and that they are not valued by the 

rest of society. 

Lack of Employment Possibilities - Reputable jobs and employment opportunities demand persons to have some 

degree of education or at least the fundamental literacy abilities of reading, writing, and arithmetic (Pavri, 2018). 

As a result, these people are unable to secure employment in high-quality organisations and institutions. In spite 

of this, there have been measures implemented that have led to an increase in their status, and as a result, they 

have been employed in projects, either run by themselves or by members of the civil society, who have employed 

transgenders in their respective community-based Non-Government Organizations (NGOs). These non-profits are 

largely concerned with HIV/AIDS and associated concerns, and it is critical to recognise the value of having 

transgender people available for interviews.  

V. Effects of Globalization on Trans-genders 

Economic reforms, structural adjustment programmes, an innovative international trade system, the opening up 

of commercial markets, and the creation of the global communication village have all been previously connected 
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with the word "globalisation." People at the bottom of the social ladder would benefit from globalisation because 

their social and economic position would improve (Dasgupta, Sinha, & Roy, 2021). Every aspect of life is 

impacted, including the production, management, and understanding of sexuality, as well as the transgender 

population and the transgender community. One aspect of globalization's impact that must be thoroughly 

comprehended is the rise in inequality, which has the potential to impose a stifling influence. 

Freedom of expression and freedom of speech are guaranteed to Indian citizens under the Indian Constitution. 

Every individual has the right to an education, the freedom to practise their religion, and the option to work for a 

firm of their choice. There has been progress and advancement throughout every industry and phase of society as 

a result of globalisation, with a diverse range of viewpoints emerging as a result of globalisation. As long as the 

transgender population is seen as one of society's most disadvantaged and backward parts, it is important that 

attempts be made to ameliorate their situation. Issues such as whether or not transgender workers are seen as 

healers or sex workers, how gender identity is connected to sexuality, and whether transgender persons are referred 

to as the third gender are all questions that have their roots in a particular cultural environment (Monaco, 2018). 

It is important that transgender persons be afforded equal rights and opportunities as a result of globalisation. 

People with disabilities should be able to participate in decision-making, have access to education and 

employment opportunities, and be able to retain their existing level of living (Bhattacharya, 2019). All individuals 

must strive together to attain the objective of establishing a society in which there is no discrimination on the basis 

of caste, religion, or ethnicity.  

VI. Conclusion 

Census, paperwork, granting of Citizenship ID Cards, Passports, Social-Economic Development and 

Constitutional protections have all been implemented to help the transgender community. As part of the 11th Five 

Year Plan, India implemented the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Work Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). This law 

created employment prospects for the transgender population. The National Urban Livelihood Mission and 

healthcare facilities are part of the Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation Ministry (Tierney, 2020). Transgender 

people's human rights are protected by social, economic, and political transformation, housing, and legal and 

constitutional safeguards, as well as institutional systems. 

There have been numerous difficulties and setbacks for transgender people throughout the course of their growth, 

but now safeguards have been put in place to protect their well-being (Ligin, & Nelson, 2021). For the transgender 

community, the factors that would lead to progress and advancement in their socio-economic status include the 

development of education programmes for transgender as well as the creation of employment opportunities for 

transgender, protection of their rights, and equal participation in the development of the programmes. Policy and 

procedures are needed in the daily lives of these people so that they don't feel vulnerable and can maintain their 

living conditions in an acceptable way. 
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