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ABSTRACT:- 

      Thermogenesis  is  related  to  the  process  by  which  the  body  generates  heat.  It  can  

happen  with  the  help  of  many  metabolic  processes  along  with  digestion,  excrecise  as  

well  as  shivering.  Non-shivering  thermogenesis  is  primarily  regulated  by  brown  adipose  

tissue (BAT)  as  well  as very  few  hormones  and  it  is  regulated  by  T4,  T3,  Nor  epinephrine  

as  well  as  leptin.  Physiological  significance  of  non-shivering  thermogenesis  is to  stop  

hypothermia   by  producing  heat.  Shivering  thermogemesis  is  a rapid  as  well  as  temporary  

mechanism  to  regulate  core  body  temperature.  Shivering  thermogenesis  is  dependent  on  

different  mechanisms  such  as  cold  exposure,  muscle  contractions,  enhanced  metabolism  

and  heat  generation.  Chemical  thermogenesis  is  based  on  various  mechanisms  namely  

uncoupling (UCP)  pathway,  brown  adipose  tissue (BAT)  and  chemical  reactions. 

KEY  WORDS:    Shivering, exercise,  digestion,  brown  adipose  tissue,  uncoupling  protein 1 

(UCP 1),  thermogenesis,  T4,  T3,  Nor  epinephrine,  leptin,  cold  exposure,  muscle  

contractions,  enhanced  metabolism.  Heat  generation,  energy  depletion,  Thermogenic  

disorders,  Uncoupling  protein  pathway,  hibernation  and  torpor. 

INTRODUCTION:-  

Thermogenesis is linked to the process by which the body produces heat. It can happen 

through various metabolic processes, including shivering, exercise, and digestion, and plays an 

important role in controlling body temperature as well as energy expenditure. 
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Let’s have a look on 

1.Non – shivering thermogenesis 

2.Shivering thermogenesis 

3.Chemical thermogenesis 

1.NON-SHIVERING  THERMOGENESIS:- 

Non-shivering thermogenesis is a physiological process that produces heat in the 

absence of muscle shivering. It assists maintain body temperature in cold environments and is 

primarily controlled by brown adipose tissue (BAT) and certain hormones. 

Brown Adipose Tissue (BAT) 

BAT is a type of adipose tissue rich in mitochondria and blood vessels. It contains a 

unique protein termed as uncoupling protein 1 (UCP1) or thermogenin, which uncouples 

oxidative phosphorylation from ATP synthesis, resulting in heat production. 

BAT is more prevalent in infants and decreases with age, but it can still be found in adults, 

particularly in the neck, upper back, and around vital organs. 

Regulation 

Thyroid Hormones (T3 and T4): These hormones activate BAT activity and UCP1 

expression, enhancing  heat production. 

Norepinephrine (NE): Released by the sympathetic nervous system, NE binds to beta-adrenergic 

receptors on BAT cells, causing  thermogenesis. 

Leptin: A hormone released by adipose tissue, leptin influences the activity of BAT by 

influencing the sympathetic nervous system. 

Activation Mechanism 

Cold Exposure: When the body senses cold temperatures, the sympathetic nervous 

system is activated, resulting in the release of NE. 

NE Binding: NE binds to beta-adrenergic receptors on BAT cells. 

UCP1 Activation: NE binding activates UCP1, permitting protons to leak across the Inner 

mitochondrial membrane, uncoupling oxidative phosphorylation. 

Heat Generation: With uncoupling, energy that would have been used to produce ATP is instead 

dissipated in the form of  heat. 
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Physiological Significance 

Non-shivering thermogenesis helps prevent hypothermia by generating heat.  It's more 

efficient compare to shivering because it doesn’t require muscle contraction, conserving energy. 

BAT’s role in energy expenditure has led to interest in targeting it for weight loss strategies. 

Conclusion 

Non-shivering thermogenesis is a vital mechanism for maintaining body temperature in 

cold conditions. It relies on brown adipose tissue and is controlled by various hormones, 

ensuring the body’s survival as well as well-being. 

2.SHIVERING  THERMOGENESIS:- 

Definition: 

Shivering thermogenesis is a physiological process where involuntary muscle 

contractions produce heat in response to cold temperatures. It is a rapid and temporary 

mechanism to maintain core body temperature. 

Mechanism: 

Cold Exposure: When the body senses a drop in temperature, the hypothalamus, a region in the 

brain, initiates shivering to enhance heat production. 

Muscle Contractions: Shivering needs rapid, rhythmic muscle contractions, primarily in skeletal 

muscles. These contractions consume energy and produce heat as a byproduct. 

Increased Metabolism:  The increased muscle activity results in an elevated metabolic rate, 

which promotes the breakdown of stored energy sources like glucose and fats, releasing heat in 

the process. 

Heat Generation: As muscles contract and relax repeatedly, the friction generated between 

muscle fibers converts chemical energy into heat, warming the body. 

Role in Temperature Regulation: 

Shivering thermogenesis is part of the body’s thermoregulatory system, assisting to 

prevent hypothermia. It’s a short-term response until other, longer-term mechanisms (e.g., 

vasoconstriction, behavioral adaptations) kick in to regulate temperature balance. 

Limitations: 

Energy Depletion: Prolonged shivering can deplete energy reserves, resulting in fatigue and 

potentially compromising overall function. 



JOURNAL OF CRITICAL REVIEWS 
ISSN- 2394-5125 VOL 10, ISSUE 05, 2023 

 

80 

Inefficiency: While shivering generates heat, it’s not the most efficient mechanism. It can 

enhance oxygen consumption and lead to the occurrence of lactic acid accumulation, causing 

discomfort. 

Medical Implications: 

Hypothermia Treatment: Shivering can aid in restoring normal body temperature in individuals 

feeling mild to moderate hypothermia. 

Thermogenic Disorders: Certain medical conditions can disrupt thermogenesis, making 

individuals more susceptible to cold-related health issues. 

Research: Understanding shivering’s molecular and neural pathways can contribute to the 

development of treatments particularly for temperature regulation-related disorders. 

Remember that shivering thermogenesis is just one aspect of the body’s intricate temperature 

regulation system. It’s a critical mechanism to prevent extreme temperature drops, but it’s not a 

long-term solution, and the body employs other strategies for controlling optimal body 

temperature. 

3.CHEMICAL  THERMOGENESIS:- 

Definition:   Chemical thermogenesis is linked to the process of heat production in living 

organisms through chemical reactions. It’s a way for organisms to control their body 

temperature and maintain their metabolic activities. 

Mechanisms: 

Uncoupling Protein (UCP) Pathway: 

Some animals, like mammals, possess a specialized protein called uncoupling protein that 

uncouples the electron transport chain from ATP synthesis. This leads to the production of heat 

without generating ATP. 

Non-Shivering Thermogenesis: In cold conditions, certain animals can enhance heat production 

by enhancing their metabolic rate. This is achieved through enhanced metabolic reactions that 

produce heat as a byproduct. 

Brown Adipose Tissue (BAT): Brown adipose tissue contains a large number of mitochondria, 

giving it a brown color. It’s meant  for heat production through uncoupled oxidative 

phosphorylation. 

Chemical Reactions: Many biochemical reactions, like those involved in digestion, cellular 

respiration, and other metabolic processes, release energy in the form of heat. These reactions 

lead to the occurrence of overall thermogenesis. 
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Importance: 

Thermal Regulation:  Chemical thermogenesis helps organisms maintain a stable internal body 

temperature in varying environmental conditions, promoting their survival. 

Hibernation and Torpor: Some animals use thermogenesis to survive extreme conditions, like 

hibernation or torpor, by lowering their metabolic rate and relying on heat generated from 

chemical reactions. 

Metabolic Rate Regulation:  Thermogenesis plays an important role in controlling an organism’s 

metabolic rate. It can be enhanced during periods of increased energy demand, like exercise. 

Examples: 

Humans:  While humans primarily rely on shivering especially for thermogenesis, certain fat 

deposits in newborns can lead to the occurrence of non-shivering thermogenesis. 

Hibernating Animals: Animals like bears and groundhogs rely on thermogenesis during 

hibernation to periodically raise their body temperature and perform essential physiological 

functions. 

Birds: Birds have efficient metabolic pathways that generate heat during digestion, enabling 

them to maintain body temperature during cold weather. 

CONCLUSION:- 

Chemical thermogenesis is a vital physiological mechanism that permits organisms to 

regulate their body temperature, survive extreme conditions, and regulate their metabolic rate 

through the generation of heat via various chemical reactions as well as pathways. 
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