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Abstract: National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 paves way for large scale, transformational 

reforms in both school-level and higher education sectors. The NEP 2020 is a comprehensive 

framework that aims to revamp the education system in India. The foundational principles of 

NEP 2020 are Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability, and Accountability. NEP 2020 envisions 

an India-centric education system that provides high-quality education to all. The key features 

of the NEP 2020 reflect its potential to bring about positive changes in the education system 

of India, aligning it with the evolving needs of students, the workforce, and society as a 

whole. While the NEP 2020 has the potential to bring about positive changes in the education 

system, it also faces significant challenges in terms of implementation and acceptance. 

Overcoming these obstacles will require concerted efforts from the government, educators, 

and other stakeholders to ensure that the policy’s prospects are realized. This paper is an 

endeavour to critically look at the challenges and prospects as well as the future of the NEP 

2020. 

 

Key Words: NEP, Reform, Prospects, Challenges, Future  

 

Introduction: 

On July 29, 2020 the Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 

approved the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, paving way for large scale, 

transformational reforms in both school-level and higher education sectors. This is the first 

education policy of the 21
st
 Century which replaces the 34-year-old National Policy on 

Education, 1986. NEP 2020 intends to bring a systematic reform in the education sector 

rather than an incremental reform by 2040. The NEP 2020 is a comprehensive framework 

that aims to revamp the education system in India.  

 

Principles of NEP 2020: 

The foundational principles of NEP 2020 are Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability, and 

Accountability. The Policy believes that the education system should develop good human 

beings with rational thinking, compassion, empathy, courage, resilience, scientific temper, 

creative imagination and ethical values. 

 

 

 

 



 

JOURNAL OF CRITICAL REVIEWS  
                                                                                                

                                                                                                  ISSN- 2394-5125   VOL 07, ISSUE 10, 2020 
 

2761 
 

Vision of NEP 2020: 

NEP 2020 envisions an India-centric education system that provides high-quality education to 

all, thereby transforming India sustainable into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society in 

the world and making India a global knowledge superpower. 

 

Aims of NEP 2020 

The principal aim of the NEP 2020 is to have an education system by 2040 that second to 

none, with equitable access to the highest-quality education for all learners regardless of social 

or economic background. It aims to address the many growing developmental imperatives of 

our country. The Policy proposes the revision and revamping of all aspects of the education 

structure, including its regulation and governance, to create a new system that is aligned with    

the aspirational goals of 21
st
 Century education including Sustainable Development Goal 4 

(SDG-4) as set by the United Nations. 

 

Key Features of NEP 2020: 

The NEP 2020 introduces several key features aimed at transforming the education system in 

India. Some of the important features of the NEP 2020 are as follows: 

1. Early Childhood Care and Education: The policy emphasizes the importance of 

early childhood care and education, aiming to provide a strong foundation for lifelong 

learning and development. 

2. Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: NEP 2020 focuses on ensuring that every 

student achieves foundational literacy and numeracy skills by the time they reach 

Class III. 

3. Multidisciplinary and Holistic Education: The policy encourages a 

multidisciplinary and holistic approach to education, integrating arts, humanities, and 

sciences, with an emphasis on conceptual understanding, critical thinking and 

problem-solving thinking. 

4. Flexibility in Curriculum and Choice-Based Credit System: NEP 2020 promotes a 

flexible curriculum and the implementation of a choice-based credit system in higher 

education, allowing students to choose courses across disciplines.  

5. Vocational Education and Skills Training: NEP 2020 emphasizes the integration of 

vocational education from the school level, aiming to equip students with practical 

skills and knowledge relevant to the current job market 

6. Use of Technology in Education: NEP 2020 advocates for the integration of 

technology in teaching and learning, including the development of digital 

infrastructure and e-learning resources.   

7. Reforms in Evaluation: NEP 2020 proposes a shift from rote learning to 

competency-based assessment, focusing on formative and summative evaluations that 

measure the conceptual understanding and critical thinking. 

8. Research and Innovation: The policy emphasizes the promotion of research and 

innovation in higher education, aiming to establish India as a global knowledge hub. 

9. Promotion of Indian Languages and Culture: The policy supports the preservation 

and promotion of regional languages and cultural diversity, aiming to provide 

education in the mother tongue or regional language preferably to the Class V level. 
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10. Inclusive Education: NEP 2020 aims to ensure an inclusive and equitable education 

system, addressing the needs of children from disadvantaged backgrounds, including 

those with disabilities. 

The above-mentioned features collectively represent the comprehensive nature of the NEP 

2020 and its objective to revamp the education system in India. Overall, these key features 

are the prospects of the NEP 2020 that reflect its potential to bring about positive changes in 

the education system of India, aligning it with the evolving needs of students, the workforce, 

and society as a whole. If effectively implemented, the policy could lead to a more holistic, 

inclusive, and skill-oriented education system in India. 

 

Challenges in Implementation of NEP 2020: 

While it has the potential to bring about significant positive changes, it also faces several 

challenges and obstacles. Implementation of the NEP 2020 in its true spirit and intent will be 

the most critical challenge. 

1. One of the major problems with the NEP 2020 is the implementation of its ambitious 

proposals.  

2. Funding for its effective implementation is a big challenge. 

3. Uniform infrastructural development of all the educational institutions will be a big 

challenge for effective implementation of NEP 2020. 

4. One of the major challenges is need to create a large pool of trained teachers.  

5. Introduction of mother tongue seems to be a major challenge. Finding a competent 

teacher and bring study material in mother language will be a big problem. 

6. Ensuring equitable use of technology and implementation of digital education will 

also be one of the key challenges. 

7. Criticism against the NEP has been that it may lead to the privatization of higher 

education. 

8. Disparity between central, state and private higher education institutes is another 

challenge in effective implementation of NEP 2020. 

9. The NEP 2020 emphasizes the use of technology in education, but many parts of India 

still lack access to reliable internet connectivity and digital devices. This could widen 

the gap between urban and rural students, creating disparities in learning 

opportunities. 

10. Furthermore, the policy’s emphasis on flexibility and multidisciplinary learning may 

face resistance from traditional stakeholders in the education sector. Implementing 

changes in the mindset of the educators, parents, and students will be a significant  

      Challenge in its implementation. 

 

Future of NEP 2020: 

The NEP 2020 presents several prospects for the future of education in India. The future of 

the NEP 2020 in India holds both promise and challenges. The successful implementation 

and impact of the policy will depend on various factors, including government 

commitment, resource allocation, stakeholder cooperation, and adaptability to changing 

educational needs. 
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The policy’s focus on early childhood care and education, foundational literacy and 

numeracy, and vocational training could lead to a more holistic and skill-based approach to 

learning. This could better prepare students for the demands of the 21st-century workforce.  

 

Furthermore, the emphasis on research and innovation in higher education could lead to the 

development of a knowledge-based economy and contribute to India’s global 

competitiveness. 

 

The policy’s support for regional languages and cultural diversity could also lead to a more 

inclusive and equitable education system.  

 

One of the key factors that will determine the future of NEP 2020 is the successful 

implementation of its ambitious proposals. The government will need to allocate adequate 

financial resources, build necessary infrastructure, and provide capacity building for 

teachers and educators. Overcoming these challenges will be crucial for the policy to  

realize its goals. 

 

Bridging the digital divide in India will be essential for the successful implementation of 

NEP 2020. Ensuring access to reliable internet connectivity and digital devices for all  

students, especially in rural and underserved areas, will be critical to prevent disparities in  

learning opportunities. 

 

The future of NEP 2020 will also depend on the acceptance and cooperation of various 

stakeholders, including educators, parents, students, and policymakers. Overcoming 

resistance to change and traditional mindsets in the education sector will be a significant 

challenge. 

 

The future of NEP 2020 could lead to a more inclusive and multidisciplinary education 

system, providing diverse learning opportunities and addressing the needs of students from 

varied backgrounds and abilities. 

 

Concluding Observation: 

Prioritization and comprehensiveness is the key to the success of the NEP 2020. The 

future of NEP 2020 will depend on how effectively the policy is implemented and how 

well it adapts to the changing educational landscape. Overcoming challenges and seizing 

opportunities will be crucial in shaping the impact of the policy on the future of education 

in India. The successful implementation and impact of the policy will depend on various 

factors, including government commitment, resource allocation, stakeholder cooperation, 

and adaptability to changing educational needs. Thus, the real test of NEP 2020 lies in its 

effective implementation. Whether NEP will be able to withstand this test is to be seen in 

the coming days. 
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