
 

JOURNAL OF CRITICAL REVIEWS  
                                                                                                

                                                                                         ISSN- 2394-5125   VOL 08, ISSUE 03, 2021 
 

854 
 

ENGLISH LITERATURE IN THE NOVELS OF 

AMITAV GHOSH 

Amit Dhawan1, Dinesh Kumar Sharma2 

1,2Guru Kashi University, Talwandi Sabo 

 

ABSTRACT 

Amitav Ghosh has now effectively settled himself as one of the noteworthy Indian writers writing in English. 

As a productive essayist Ghosh has not just managed various assorted issues additionally tried different 

things with various generic styles and traditions. Regardless of the panoramic extent of his novels both as far 

as the issues and setting, Ghosh has been persistently investigating the issues of personality and its formation 

in his works. His novels at the end of the day offer fascinating methods for comprehension the risky of 

character. Curiously Ghosh investigates the numerous courses in which our characters are built and the office 

we may have in molding or opposing the way we are taken a gander at by others. In the contemporary 

universe of viciousness exuding from the confounded thoughts of character, a reasonable comprehension of 

what it is and how we may consult with our different affiliations can enable us to free of the personality 

related savagery. It is in this setting a basic comprehension of the multi dimensional way of life as Amitav 

Ghosh offers in his fictional works winds up plainly pertinent in introduce time. The theory proposes to 

examine the hazardous way of life as Ghosh exhibits in his novels.  

In this article an endeavor is made to inspect the curious worry for personality in Amitav Ghosh's novels. 

The character identifies with the different fields of a person as race, culture, class, sexual orientation or 

cause. Amitav Ghosh has anticipated his characters that are searching for their identity. Their anxiety for 

character is united to diasporic personality, social personality, national personality and subaltern character, 

eluded as topical contemplations. They are not absolutely autonomous but rather the interrelated terms and 

should be found in reference to each other. These topical contemplations have been managed as mission for 

character, personality emergency/transformation and pioneer or postcolonial character as 'self and other'. 

Distance, battle for presence, quandary of double personality, feeling of having a place and wistfulness are a 

few requirements that have been exemplified through the all around characterized characters of his novels.  

 

1. Introduction 

Amitav Ghosh has formally settled himself as a huge Indian writer making in English. Progressively following 

Rushdie who's Midnight's Children (1981) was instrumental in getting the overall enthusiasm for the piece from the 

Indian subcontinent, Ghosh makes a specialty for himself. Ghosh's overall works are especially prepared and 

skillfully unique by mentioning evaluation and wide experience of advancement. The most stunning nature of 
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Ghosh's works can be found in the energetic mix of his obligation in with contemporary speculative issues and 

staggering stories. The get a kick out of inspecting Ghosh's works lies in the manner that his works are actually open 

paying little heed to what the hypothetical underpinnings. Amitav Ghosh has formally settled himself as an 

enormous Indian creator making in English. Dynamically following Rushdie who's Midnight's Children (1981) was 

instrumental in getting the overall enthusiasm for the creation from the Indian subcontinent, Ghosh makes a 

specialty for himself. Ghosh's broad works are especially trained and capably unique by requesting appraisal and 

wide experience of advancement. The most astounding nature of Ghosh's works can be found in the energetic mix of 

his obligation in with contemporary theoretical issues and staggering stories. The delight of examining Ghosh's 

works lies in the manner that his works are successfully accessible paying little heed to what the speculative 

underpinnings. 

The differentiating attributes of effective worry in Ghosh's works is additionally reflected in the broad settings that 

wire spots like Egypt, Burma, the Indian Ocean district. Notwithstanding the varying characteristics both in the 

issues of story strategy and topical concern, his works indefatigably research the different thought of character and 

its development in the trailblazer and contemporary conditions. Truth is informed the standing concern in his books 

has all the earmarks of being character. A careful scrutinizing of Ghosh's books exhibits that his examination of the 

socio-social issues in his books was essentially prodded by the yearning to contextualize character. 

The assortment of effective concern in Ghosh's works is also reflected in the wide settings that join spots like Egypt, 

Burma, and the Indian Ocean district. Ignoring the shifting qualities both in the issues of record strategy and 

effective concern, his works inexhaustibly inspect the different considered character and its improvement in the 

pioneer and contemporary circumstances. 

Amitav Ghosh, a writer with an outstanding feeling of place and history, is a standout amongst the most prevalent 

authors of the time. Ghosh has joined the celebrated authors, for example, Monohar Malgonkar, Shashi Tharoor, and 

Khushwant Singh, Salman Rushdie and Chaman Nahal and others with a feeling of political and chronicled 

cognizance. One can distinguish the feeling of authentic reality, in Ghosh's novels. The possibility of uprooting, 

longing for solid recognizable pieces of proof and race-relations is the staple-stuff of Ghosh's novels. The term 

dislodging is related with diaspora and has the strength in the hands of Ghosh. In the novel, "The Circle of Reason" 

(1986), Ghosh utilized the enchantment authenticity in the scholarly situation. The other Paranjape, M. R. (2012). 

Past the subaltern disorder: Amitav Ghosh and the emergency of the bhadrasamaj. Novels like 'The Glass Palace', 

The Hungry Tide', 'The Shadow Lines' and 'In an Antique Land' are the well known novels of Ghosh. The novel 

'Ocean of Poppies' was shortlisted and got the Man Booker Prize, 2008 and it was granted the India Plaza Golden 

Quill Award and the Crossword Prize.John Meleodhas considered Amitav Ghosh as diasporic essayist alongside 

Caryl Phillips, Bharati Mukherjee, Hanif Khuresi and others. The subject of dislodging will be found in every one of 

the novels of Ghosh and it fills both the structure and surface in the novels. The expression "Dislodging" has an 

immense undertone regarding diasporic literature which includes the topic of a homeland, a place from where 



 

JOURNAL OF CRITICAL REVIEWS  
                                                                                                

                                                                                         ISSN- 2394-5125   VOL 08, ISSUE 03, 2021 
 

856 
 

uprooting occurred and narratives of extreme adventures embraced as a result of the monetary compulsions. The 

word diaspora originated from Greek words "dia" and 'speirein', etymologically signifies "dispersal" and which 

includes two societies and two nations are inserted in the vagrant's brain, next to each other. Amitav Ghosh is one of 

the postmodernists. Postmodernism has created and decided in the Indian novels by the writers, particularly Amitav 

Ghosh. Ghosh has a place with the International School of composing which bargains effectively of the advanced 

world with the post-pioneer ethos without giving up the old histories of the lands. Ghosh mixes fiction and truth 

consummately with supernatural authenticity. Ghosh weaves the supernatural reasonable plots with the subjects of 

postmodernism. 

2. Literature Review 

2.1 True to life Information 

Ghosh was brought into the world on July 11, 1956, in Calcutta, India, to Shailendra Chandra, a prepared proficient, 

and Ansali Ghosh, a homemaker. He spread out on occasion in his life as a juvenile, living in East Pakistan (now 

Bangladesh), Sri Lanka, Iran, and India. Ghosh went to Delhi University and got his B.A. with excellent importance 

in history in 1976 and his M.A. in humanism in 1978. In 1978, he started learns at Oxford University in satisfying 

humanities. While at Oxford, Ghosh contemplated records of reports from twelfth-century Egypt and was yielded an 

honor that enabled him to go to a little Egyptian town in 1980 to move his appraisal. The town was composed in the 

delta of the Nile River and Ghosh lived among the fellaheen, or Egyptian well-informed authorities. He progressed 

forward from Oxford gaining a Ph.D. in charming humanities in 1982. From 1983 to 1987, Ghosh worked in the 

Department of Sociology at Delhi University. In 1986, Ghosh's first English-language novel, The Circle of Reason, 

was scattered and was yielded France's Prix Medici Etrangère. In 1988 and 1990, Ghosh return to the Egyptian town 

he went to now to occur with his appraisal. His third book, In an Antique Land (1992) which is both an 

improvement journal and a specific report-occur because of Ghosh's method with energy for twelfth-century 

Egyptian culture. Ghosh has won various partitions, including the Annual Prize from the Indian Academy of Letters 

in 1990 [Bhatnagar, M.K. (Ed)]. In 2001, Ghosh declined an undertaking for a territorial Commonwealth Writers 

Prize. Ghosh has filled in as a social event educator at a couple of schools, counting the University of Virginia, 

Columbia University, University of Pennsylvania, and American University in Cairo. Ghosh has other than held the 

title of seen educator in the Department of Comparative Literature at Queens College, City University of New York, 

and has gone likely as a contributing maker to Indian Express, Granta, and New Republic. 

2.2 Major Works 

Most of Ghosh's made work revolves around investigating geological and social cutoff points. His first novel, The 

Circle of Reason, is an astounding story of a young Indian child, Alu, and his encounters in India and abroad. The 

novel was mixed by Herman Melville's Moby-Dick. Alu changes into a student weaver and, after an appalling event, 

escapes over the ocean to the Middle East, in the end going to North Africa. In his endeavors, Alu encounters a pile 
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of unconventional characters of separated characters. It is in this environment that Ghosh gives appraisal on the 

wayfarer proclivities of southern Asian and Middle Eastern social orders. The work is allotted into three areas, 

including the three rule periods of Alu's life. These stages additionally matches a threesome of contemplations 

reason, energy, and passing-typical for outdated Indian sythesis and hypothesis. In The Shadow Lines (1988), Ghosh 

looks at the existences of two explicit yet bound families-one Indian and one English-to investigate the endpoints 

between their social and geological settings. The title suggests the clouding of the lines among nations and families, 

and additionally the obscured lines inside one's own self-character. Ghosh depicts the characters of the novel as 

gotten between two universes, and the fight to wrestle with both their current lives and besides their previous plans 

the place of union of the story. In an Antique Land relies on the chronicled and anthropological appraisal that Ghosh 

created in Egypt during the 1980s. In the twelfth century, Jewish trailblazers in and around Cairo were reluctant to 

discard made reports for expect that the name of God might be contained inside and they would as such be 

contaminated tolerating the paper was disgusting. The spot of love made a Geniza, or basement, where individuals 

could discard made material unafraid out of ruining. For an impressive period of time, neighborhood Jews saved 

everything from shopping records, letters, severe sytheses, and authentic accounts into the Cairo Geniza. 

Close to the completion of the nineteenth century, Western analysts tracked down the Geniza, appropriated its 

substance, and its wealth of history was limited among the Western scholastic social events. While learning at 

Oxford, Ghosh saw records of these reports and saw a reference to a slave named Bomma. Ghosh went out to Egypt 

with an outrageous objective to uncover more data about the slave and the day and age in which he lived. In an 

Antique Land portrays both Ghosh's assessment and his experiences while living in a little Egyptian town. His 

portrayals of his acclimation to the country Egyptian way of life, and the interest with which his neighbors saw him, 

shape a wide piece of the work. The Calcutta Chromosome (1996) is a science fiction spine chiller set in three 

explicit periods late nineteenth century, 1995, and the not actually far off future-and three remarkable areas Calcutta, 

London, and New York. The issue novel whirls around the assessment for a solution for wild fever. The record 

switches forward and in transform between times, uncovering a dependably expanding number of pieces of data to 

the bewilder. In The Glass Palace (2001), Ghosh gets back to his rehashing subjects of development and the 

assessment of cutoff points. The insightful beginnings with a vivacious Indian youth, Raj, who sees the discharge of 

the Burmese sublime family by the British. The story takes after both the obliged far off of the raised family in India 

as seen through the eyes of Dolly, their reliable cleaning taught power, and Raj's pubescence and achievement in 

capital undertakings. As a prosperous energetic money boss, Raj goes to India and deals that Dolly marry him. She 

sees and they move to Burma together. The novel relates the existences of their family as they fight to depict their 

put in the world. One of their youngsters, Arjun, seeks after the British Army and through and through influences his 

lifestyle with a generally vigorous centrality by eating no-no sorts of food, dressing in Western style, and speaking 

British business related chat. That is what he acknowledges, by ending up being obviously like the English, he is 

making himself a more ideal diagram of man. His clearly debilitated trust in the British Empire quickly disconnects 
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during the Japanese obstruction of Malaya. Arjun sees that as, as an Indian, he has changed into a pawn to be used 

by the Empire, and he assuredly rediscovers the differentiation in the Indian point of view and culture. 

2.3 Critical Reception 

The Circle of Reason, The Shadow Lines, The Calcutta Chromosome, and The Glass Palace generally got distinctly 

mixed evaluations from analysts. A couple of intellectuals fought that the accounts particularly in Ghosh's 

underlying two books required fortitude and encountered the closeness of an unreasonable number of characters and 

redirecting deviations. Regardless, Ghosh has gotten predominantly certain surveys for his catching tongue and 

novel composing style. A couple of intellectuals have commented on the similarities between Ghosh's story style 

and standard Indian and Arabic individuals stories. Ghosh's work has also been emphatically diverged from crafted 

by fellow Indian exile creator Salman Rushdie. The fundamental response to his consistent with all consuming 

purpose In an Antique Land has been for the most part sure. Onlookers have found his humanities connections 

among twelfth-and twentieth-century Egyptians to be captivating, by and large around asked about, and fascinating. 

His depictions of his social correspondences with the Egyptian residents have moreover been perceived for their 

agreement and brain. Pundits have seen Ghosh's strong proclivity for everyone and spots he clarifies and have 

battled that his compassion incorporates a warm, basically cautious character to his work. 

2.4 Influences 

Amitav knows different tongues, for example, English, Bengali, Hindi, French, Arabic and Italian. The Cultural, 

social and political condition of present and past of different nations unimaginably sway Amitav Ghosh. Other than 

this Gautam Mukopadhya Renst, Guha, Dipesh Chakraborthy and Parth Chatterjee are respected accessories of 

Amitav Ghosh and all have impacted his thinking about present and past and he is particularly redirected with every 

one of them. 

American lifestyle has additionally affected Amitav Ghosh. Indeed, the social clashes, etymological limits, parcel of 

countries, riots and soon have awesome impact on Amitav Ghosh. He has been fundamentally impacted by authentic 

occasions of the eastern and the western nations. In all honesty, different calamities partisan viciousness following 

Mrs. Indira Gandhi's downfall impacted Ghosh's life and besides on his inventive person. 

3. Research Methodology 

A broad audit of the current literature on Diaspora works has been proficient in the initial segment of this section. 

The audit uncovers that much has been composed and investigated on Diaspora populace, issues and literature. 

Numerous national and universal writers have contributed in detailing of Diaspora speculations in literature. Indeed, 

even the issues of women's liberation came under the cautious focal points of research contemplates. The abstract 

researchers and analysts have too perceived the noteworthiness of Comparative Studies. It is just because of the gift 
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of interpretation that we think about rich social and scholarly legacy of the diverse human advancements of the 

world. There are various examples in the historical backdrop of the world literature that uncover the way that the 

interpreted work had given greater notoriety to the essayist on the worldwide scale than the first book did as such at 

the local level. The initial segment of the part on literature audit demonstrates that a plenitude of research has as of 

now been done on three unique fields as following.  

1. Diaspora Writers  

2. Woman's rights and Female Writers and  

3. Relative Literature  

There is a requirement for an earnest research in the field of correlation of Diaspora writers with non-Diaspora 

writers which is generally viewed as two unmistakable and unique fields. The present look into tries to make this 

assessment of contrasting Diaspora ladies writers and provincial Gujarati  writer and by doing so, the researcher tries  

to discover likenesses and dissimilarities between these two apparently dissimilar to kinds of Literature. 

3.1 Aims and objectives 

However, the present research strives on Amitav Ghosh life and his work 

There are three prime objectives of this study. 

1] How Amitav Ghosh as diasporic writer have explored his sense of displacement.  

2] To identify the similarities of characters .What are the writing styles, themes and plots. 

3] How some of the Diasporic theories find true representation in plot, themes, characterization and style of Amitav 

Ghosh. 

4. Result  

An endeavor has been made in this audit to contemplate the books of Amitav Ghosh according to imaginative 

viewpoints on the specialty of depiction, account furthermore, plot structure by Ghosh nearby the Ghosh's specialty 

of making, depicting and delineating different subjects in the book. Ghosh's life and experience are such a lot of that 

he is completely moving during his fundamental life and during his adroit calling from Bangladesh, (Dhaka), 

Burma, India, U.K., Egypt in this way obviously Ghosh's characters are setting out from spot to put across over open 

limits other than Ghosh has been raised from working class family or perhaps upper middle class and has inspected 

history, human science and human sciences. Along these lines, his five books offer us an unmistakable and 

extensive image of human existence at many spots, at ordinarily. Ghosh's interruption is with the working class 
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section of the overall population a tolerably little piece of the human advancement and perhaps the most discerning 

and critical piece of the general population. His topical interruption is with over the highest point of religion of 

fundamentalism, thought of adaptability, mobs and ruthlessness, enthusiasm and significance of as far as possible 

according to individual's viewpoint and furthermore public person of individual eliminated and suspended from his 

own specific country. 

5. Conclusion 

Indian writing in English is not a current kind; it is as old as British, American, African, and District in English. The 

portrayal of characters, ladies characters specifically, vary from nation to nation. However depiction of male 

predominance over ladies is a typical element taking all things together these works incorporating Indian writing in 

English. Among the cutting edge Indian writers in English Amitav Ghosh involves an extraordinary place for the 

assorted qualities of introduction of plots, topics, characters, and circumstances in his Novels. The hover of reason, 

the Calcutta chromosome, the glass royal residence and the hungry tied. His principle include as an essayist in spite 

of being taught and leaved in the west, is him capacity to portray Indianness in his novels, the survival of various of 

culture in India. The expansionism constrained Indians to depend frantically on the British manage for social and 

political require. Post expansionism constrained them to look forward the British colonialists more for instructive 

and scholarly requirements. Along these lines the post imperialism has had a lot of antagonistic effect on Indian 

writers composing their words in English. 
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