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Abstract   

Over the last  two  decades,  Tourism development has become a cr i t ica l  component o f  

China 's  rural  economic and social  growth  and poverty  al lev iat ion effor ts .  This  s tudy  

invest igates  tour is t  development and poverty  a l lev ia t ion in  the set t ing  of  China,  as  

wel l  as  the impor tance of  commu nity-based tourism act ivi t ies,  using  the example  of  a  

" tourism model v i l lage"  in  Nujiang  Lisu Autonomous Pre fecture,  Yunnan Prov ince,  

China in  people 's  safe ty  and improvement.  Invest iga te l iv ing.  Accord ing  to  the repor t ,  

tour ism not only  provided rura l  peo ple wi th  addit ional  income and  new  employment  

opportuni t ies,  bu t  also increased their  reputa t ion for  local  cul ture and rural  l i festy les .  

Tourism has a  sign if icant  impact  on the few people who d irect ly  be nef i t  f rom it ,  bu t  

tourism has l i t t le  impact  on the m ajori ty  of  i ts  ci t izens.  Tourism does  not  al lev ia te  

rural  poverty  as expected from such an  important  rural  economy. There i s  plen ty of  

room for  improvement in  the public  support  local  en trepreneurship and the system  
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Introduction   

In  many undeveloped areas,  tour ism has become an importan t  approach to  reg ional  

development .  Tourism development has been shown in  numerous studies to  have  a  

major  inf luence on underserved rural  towns with  l imi ted growth  opt ions.  In  some 

areas,  the benef icial  economic and social  consequences of  tour ism development have  

helped to  improve vi l lage l ife ,  whereas in  others ,  negat ive impacts such as  

evacuation,  env ironmental  and  cul tura l  degradation  have  occurred.  The res idents '  

quali ty  of  l i fe  i s  decreas ing as  a  resul t .  Despite  the  enormous poverty  reduct ion 

potent ia l  that  tour ism of fers  in  such areas,  i t  has  not  yet  been  ful ly  rea l ized.  Since  the  

1980s,  the  Chinese government  has  promoted  tour ism as  a  bai lout  for  struggl ing  

economies ,  par t icu lar ly  in  ethnic minor i t ies '  underdeveloped rura l  and iso la ted  

loca tions.  Despi te  an increase in  research  on  tourism and poverty ,  few extensive 

quali ta t ive  studies focus on rural  tour ism 's d is t inct ive role  in  poverty  al levia t ion  and  

soc ioeconomic regenera tion in  China.  As a resul t ,  i t  i s  cr i t ica l  to  comprehend the 

impact  of  tourism on poverty -re la ted development diff icu lt ies.  The major  goal  of  this  

research  i s  to  look into  the impact  of  rura l  tourism on  pover ty  a l levia t ion in  China,  a s  

wel l  as  the funct ion of  community -based tourism in  loca l  res iden ts '  l ives.  In  the 

Nuj iang Lisu Autonomous Region of  Yunnan Province,  China ,  a  case  study was done  

in  a  remote town.  
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Tourism and Poverty  

Tourism is of ten  regarded as  one  of  the  most  eff icient  means  of  reducing poverty  

around the world.  Many internat ional  projects  have proved that  tour ism can he lp  

inhabi tan ts  in  var ious touris t  dest inat ions bet ter  their  l iv ing  condit ions and cont r ibu te 

sign if icant ly  to  socioeconomic development .  Community -based tourism has the  

capac ity  to  cont r ibu te to  the  local  economy 's growth,  or  is  thought to  do  so.  However ,  

accord ing to  some stud ies,  the inf luence  on  poverty  reduction  i s  mo dest .  S tudies have 

highligh ted  many  barr ie rs to  locals '  access to  tourism prospects th a t  could ge t  them 

out of  pover ty ,  such as  educat ion,  sk il ls ,  lack  of  money,  el i t i sm and  immigra tion.  

Empowerment,  educat ion,  t ra ining and job  crea tion,  business  and business crea tion,  

and non-agricu ltu ral  l ivel ihoods are al l  par t  of  a  proposed st rategy to  reduce pover ty   

and maximize the benef i t s  of  tour ism  for  the poor .  There are st i l l  many poor  rural  

areas in  China ,  with  more than  100 mi ll ion people l iving  on wel l -be low-pover ty - level  

earnings The Chinese government  has been  promoting the development  of  r ural  areas  

of  the country through tourism since the 1980s .  Rura l  tour ism has been extensively  

encouraged  by the government,  with  the goal  of  al lev iat ing poverty  and suppor t ing 

the country 's  rura l  economy and soc ia l  development.  The cen tra l  government  

developed  the Grea t  Western Development Strategy in  2000  to  reconcile  the vas t  

geographical  difference  between  China 's  eas te rn and r ich coastal  regions  and the  

middle  and western reg ions  of  poor  s ta tes.  Tourism has been employed as a  main  

ins trument for  reducin g  poverty  in  western China as par t  of  th is  s tra tegy.  The rapid  

expansion of  rural  tour ism has been suppor ted  by s trong government policy  support  

and f inancial  incen tives.  There are  more  publicat ions  on  tour ism and  poverty  

reduct ion in  China,  bu t  few quali t a t ive  s tudies provide comparab le da ta .  Few detai led  

stud ies have  invest iga ted how tour ism affects poverty .  Therefore ,  th is  ar t icle  

contr ibu tes to  the problem of  tourism 's impact  on poverty  al lev iat ion on a local  leve l  

The goal  i s  to  develop a bet ter  knowle dge of  tourism as a  tool  for  poverty  reduct ion  

and,  more cruc ial ly ,  to  evalua te whether  tourist  act ivi t ies genuinely he lp  the poor .  

2.  Literature Review  

 2 .1 .  The concept of  poverty  

 Pover ty  i s  an example  of  the diffe rences tha t  exist  between d ifferent  gro ups of  

soc iety  in  te rms of  poli t ical ,  economic,  environmental  and socia l  issues.  This  

inequali ty  ar i ses  because some groups benefi t  f rom publ ic  condit ions  and dec is ions,  

whi le  o thers  are  disadvantaged  and  therefore  marg inal ized.  Absolute po ver ty  and  

rela t ive pover ty  are  two types o f  pover ty .  The  number of  ind ividuals l iv ing in  pover ty  

is  def ined as abso lute poverty ,  whereas rela t ive  poverty  i s  def ined as the percen tage  

of  nat ional  income rece ived by each income category.  

2.2.  The concept of  tourism  

Tourism is def ined  by  the World  Tour ism Organiza tion  (WTO) as  " the  ac t iv i ty  of  an  

individual  or  group of  people who stay ou tside  their   p lace of  res idence  for   not  more 

than a year  for  the purpose of  ach iev ing fun or  other  purposes."  increase.  Tourism i s  

based on  the relat ionsh ip between tour is t s  and  the companies tha t  provide tour ism 

serv ices,  and  i s  suppor ted by governments  and  tourism industry  companies to  ensure  

that  touris ts  have access to  the faci l i t ies they need.  Comprehensive ac t iv i t ies 
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involving  governm ents,  pr iva te  companies,  o ther  tour ism agencies and loca l  

governments a imed a t  providing and regu la t ing tourism needs such as accommodat ion,  

product  trave l  serv ices,  and services that  are tourism needs.  

2.3.  The re lat ion between tourism development and po verty reduction  

Government involvement in  tour ism development  through  investment  rule s  

encourages the entry o f  development investment  into   industry ,   benefi ts  communi t ies  

through economic act iv i t ies and  enhances people 's  purchasing  power .  Government 

res tr ict ions  on env ironmenta l  pro tec tion  and educat ion and train ing are needed to  

protec t  the environment  and scarce  natural  resources.  Poor  tourism programs focus on  

promoting  long- term tourism that  benef i t s  the poor .  In  add it ion ,  as  a  specif ic  

strateg ic approach,  proper  tourism contr ibu tes  to  increased tourism act ivi ty  whi le   

providing  economic  benefi t s  to  the poor .  The  poor  wil l  enjoy  the benef i t s  of  tourism 

through the cooperat ion and commitment of  tour ism stakeholders.  

Methods   

To gather  data for  th is s tu dy,  a  case study was under taken in  Nuj iang Lisu  

Autonomous Prefecture,  Yunnan Province,  China.  Researchers used a number of  study  

approaches  to  invest iga te the inf luence  of  tourism on loca l  l i fe  and  poverty ,  inc luding  

in-depth interv iews,  in formal in terv ie ws,  f ie ld  observa tions,  and secondary data 

analysis.  A deta i led in terview about the benefi ts  o f  tour ism and  the  residents '  l iv ing  

si tua tions was conducted at  the res iden ts '  house  in  Nakacho  Vil lage.  To acquire a  

comple te p icture of  the folks ,  the author  co n tac ted a l l  51 famil ies.  The  poll  included  

46 households,  which accounted for  90 percen t  of  the community 's  populat ion.  For  

differen t  reasons ,  including a lack  of  t ime and  interest ,  the  f ive houses d ecl ined  to  

engage in  interviews .  The local  people usua lly  interviewed  th is d ialec t  because i t  i s  

reversed in  Yunnan d ia lect .  Indiv idual  and  grouped unoff icial  conversa t ions  with  men 

and women of  a l l  ages have also been  conducted  to  learn about  their  l i fe  and  

at trac t ions aga inst  poverty .  The data of  th is research  was  col lec ted th rough the case 

stud ies made  in  Zhong  ding Vi l lage in  Nugan  Liso Meo,  China,  China .  The  effects  of  

communal  l i fe  and  poverty  were  invest igated us ing a  var ie ty  o f  study  methodolog ies ,  

includ ing independent interviews,  informal conversat ions,  on-s i te  observations,  and  

secondary data  rev iews.  An integrated interv iew with sigh tsee ing and  res idents '  l iv ing  

environment  in  a  Zhong  ding  Vil lage  household  The  au thor  cal led  a l l  51 famil ies and 

rece ived responses f rom a  diverse range of  v i l lagers.  In  t o ta l ,  46 houses  par t ic ipa ted  

in  the study,  accounting for  90 percent  of  the  communi ty 's  popula t ion.  For  var ious  

reasons,  f ive households are  shor t  on  t ime,  money,  and  in terv iews.  Because peasan ts  

are f requently  f luent  in  Yunnan,  the in terv iew was conducted  in  that  dialect .  

Individual  and group informal discussions were also done with  men and women of  a l l  

ages to  learn more about the ir  l ives and at t i tudes toward tour ism and  poverty .  The 

data  was  inspected and  in terpre ted  us ing  content  ana lys is approaches .  Re searcher s  

fami liar  with  the f ield 's  language and cu lture transcr ibed and  translated each  

interv iew (Chinese to  English) .  We merged home interview da ta with  impor tant  

decision makers '  comments,  f ield  observa tions,  and informal interview data to  

improve rel iabi l i ty  and  valid i ty .  

Results   
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The vi l lage tour  began in  the late  1990s,  when the number of  backpackers vis i t ing the  

area surged,  according to  an in terv iew . Thanks to  the e ffor ts  of  the vi l lagers who 

star ted  a  small  tourism business,  v isi tors can enjoy horseback r iding and home 

cooking.  Home shel ter s have emerged  as a  resu lt  of  government  ini t ia t ives tha t  

promoted them. After  the opening of  the f ir st  guesthouse in  the v i l lage in  1998,  other  

loca ls  took par t  in  sigh tseeing  to  escape pover ty .  Others en ter ta ined t ravel ler s wi th  

ethnic music and dance ,  whi le  others created modest  ea ter ies and g if t  shops.  Since 

that  t ime,  the economy of  the munic ipal i ty  has grown thanks to  tour ism. In  2006 ,  

prefec tures praised  Nakacho Hamlet  as a  "model vi l lage for  fun  and relaxat ion" and a  

"harmonious cul tura l  vi l lage."  

Many of  the respondents pol led expressed en thusiasm for  the r ise  of  tourism in  the ir  

area.  They c la imed tha t  tou r ism had a  posit ive impact  on local  l i fe  and pover ty  

al levia t ion ,  al though the ir  assessments of  i ts  sca le  differed.  Tour ism is seen as a  new 

economic dr iver  for  the ci ty ,  a l lowing  loca l  businesses  to  establ ish  themselves.  I t  was  

commonly accepted that  tour ism prov ides many job prospects for  se lf -employed  

persons,  par t icular ly  for  tour  guides ,  e thn ic goods and service sel ler s,  touris t  hotels,  

guest  houses,  res tauran ts,  and var ious re ta i l  professions.  Because of  the  development  

in  tourism act ivi t ies in  recen t  years,  the loca l  government has undergone sign if ican t  

changes.  In  terms of  disposable income,  housing quali ty ,  in frastructure,  and publ ic  

serv ices,  the average s tandard of  l iv ing in  a  v i l lage far  exceeds tha t  o f  ne ighboring  

communi t ies.  Locals receiv e more f inancia l  support  f rom local  governments  as "model  

vi l lages".  As a  resul t ,  Zhongding curren tly  has s ignif icant ly  grea ter  t ransportat ion 

and accommodation capaci ty  to  suppor t  tour ism development.  Almost  a l l  respondents  

believed that  tour ism is good  for  th e ne ighborhood's  economy.  bu t  locals were  

dissa t i sf ied wi th  government subsid ies and the unequal  d istr ibut ion of  tourism 

revenue.  Residen ts who did no t  direc t ly  benef i t  f rom tourism complained most .  To  

promote tour ism, the loca l  government developed a subs idy program in 2002.  

Ini t ial ly ,  n ine  homes received  RMB 10,000  (US $ 1,611)  to  bui ld  a  guesthouse .  Since  

then,  only  two households wi th  pol i t ica l  par t ies have rece ived interes t - free loans 

tota l ing  RMB 50,000 (US $ 8 ,055)  f rom the government .  For  interest - free loans,  the  

major i ty  of  v i l lagers  were  lef t  beh ind.  In  addit ion ,  the  government has  stopped 

offer ing admission to  the new guesthouse.  

Conclusion   

This study complements the academic  l i teratu re on the ro le  of  tourism in  pover ty  

reduct ion and community  development.  The  resul ts  are complex  and there  i s  

widespread consensus on improving  l iving s tandards,  employment and accessib il i ty ,  

but  there  are d iffe rent  views the  inf luence on household  income,  entrepreneuria l  

prospects,  and government subsid ies .  Stud ies  support  the claim tha t  poverty  i s  a  

mult ifaceted problem. Tourism is not  the cure  for  al l  pover ty  problems.  Tour ism is  

not  well  in tegrated wi th  other  economies  and the region re l ies heavi ly  on government  

subsid ies.  In  the broader  tourism sector ,  which  is  dominated by major  corporat ions,  

small  family-owned  enterpr ises  can be  suscept ible .  Community -based  tourism 

programmes appear  to  be sui ted for  relevan t  effor ts  in  the Chinese  context .  However ,  

g iven the  c ircumstances ,  considered  here ,  tourism, with  the excep tion  of  some homes,  

does l i t t le  to  improve the local  standard of  l iv ing.  I t  i s  doubtfu l  whether  tour ism 

programs wi l l  ac tua lly  help improve the  loca l  l iv ing  condi t ions  of  everyone.  Paral lel  
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to  tour ism, al terna tive  so lut ions  must  be explored.  More  research  i s  needed to  

perform a compara tive  assessment of  tourism 's inf luence on rura l  inhabi tants in  

var ious reg ions and to  invest iga te o ther  poverty  al levi at ion stra teg ies.  


