JOURNAL OF CRITICAL REVIEWS

ISSN- 2394-5125 VOL 06, ISSUE 02, 2019

Different Aspects of Family, Culture, and Society in the Novels of
Shashi Deshpande: A Qualitative Study

RUPINDER KAUR , Assistant Professor,
Department of Humanities,
Graphic Era Hill University, Dehradun Uttarakhand India 248002 ,

Abstract

This qualitative study explores different aspects of family, culture, and society in the novels
of Shashi Deshpande, a prominent Indian author. Through an in-depth analysis of her works,
the study examines the themes of patriarchy, gender roles, and relationships in Indian
families, as well as the impact of societal norms and cultural values on individuals. The study
also explores the portrayal of women and their struggles to break free from traditional roles
and societal expectations. The findings highlight the complexities and nuances of family
dynamics and societal structures in India, providing insight into the challenges faced by
individuals and families in navigating these systems. The study also analyses the role of
education and literacy in empowering women to challenge patriarchal norms and seek
independence. Overall, the study offers a deeper understanding of the cultural and societal
context in which Deshpande's novels are situated, and sheds light on the ways in which

literature can provide a lens through which to explore and critique societal norms and values.

Keywords: Shashi Deshpande, Indian literature, family dynamics, patriarchy, gender roles,

societal norms, women's struggles.
Introduction

Shashi Deshpande is a well-known Indian author who has made significant contributions to
Indian literature in English. Her works are marked by a deep understanding of the
complexities of Indian family structures, gender roles, and cultural norms, and offer a
nuanced and critical exploration of the challenges faced by women in navigating these
systems. Her novels have gained recognition both in India and abroad, and she has been the

recipient of numerous awards and accolades for her contributions to literature.

This qualitative study aims to explore different aspects of family, culture, and society in her
novels. Specifically, the study seeks to examine her works deal with themes of patriarchy,

gender roles, and relationships in Indian families, as well as the impact of societal norms and
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cultural values on individuals. The study will also explore the portrayal of women in her

novels and their struggles to break free from traditional roles and societal expectations.

The study draws on theories of feminist literary criticism, postcolonialism, and cultural
studies to provide a critical lens through which to interpret and analyze Deshpande's works.

The study is guided by the following research questions:

How does Deshpande's work portray family dynamics in India, and what are the implications
of these dynamics for individuals and society? How does Deshpande's work explore the
impact of patriarchal norms and gender roles on women in Indian society? How does
Deshpande's work critique and challenge dominant cultural and societal values in India? How
do Deshpande's female characters navigate the complexities of family relationships and
societal expectations, and what role does education and literacy play in their struggles for

independence?

To answer these questions, the study will conduct a textual analysis of selected novels by the
author, including The Binding Vine, That Long Silence, and Small Remedies. These novels
have been chosen because they offer a rich and varied exploration of the themes and motifs
that are central to her work.

The study is significant in several ways. First, it provides a deeper understanding of the
cultural and societal context in which these novels are situated. Second, it sheds light on the
ways in which literature can provide a lens through which to explore and critique societal
norms and values. Third, the study contributes to the growing body of literature on South
Asian literature and culture, and provides insights into the ways in which literature can
challenge and critique dominant cultural and societal values. Fourth, the study highlights the
importance of empowering women through education and literacy, and the need for ongoing

efforts to dismantle patriarchal norms and systems in India and beyond.

In the following sections, the study will provide a review of the literature on the author and
Indian literature in English, as well as an overview of the theoretical frameworks that will
guide the study. The study will also outline the research methodology and provide a detailed
discussion of the findings. Finally, the study will offer a conclusion that summarizes the key
findings and implications of the research.
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This study will employ a qualitative approach, using textual analysis of selected novels. The
novels that will be analyzed in this study include The Binding Vine, That Long Silence, and
Small Remedies. These novels have been chosen because they offer a rich and varied

exploration of the themes and motifs that are central to the author’s work.

The textual analysis will involve a close reading of the novels, focusing on specific themes
and motifs related to family dynamics, gender roles, and societal norms. The study will draw
on theories of feminist literary criticism, postcolonialism, and cultural studies to provide a
critical lens through which to interpret and analyze her works. The analysis will be guided by

the research questions outlined in the introduction.

To conduct the textual analysis, the study will follow a four-step process. First, the novels
will be read in their entirety to gain a broad understanding of the themes and motifs present in
the text. Second, specific passages that relate to the research questions will be identified and
marked for closer analysis. Third, the marked passages will be analyzed in detail, using the
theoretical frameworks outlined in the literature review to provide a critical interpretation of
the text. Fourth, the findings of the analysis will be synthesized and presented in a coherent

and organized manner.

This study aims to explore different aspects of family, culture, and society in the novels of
Shashi Deshpande, using a qualitative approach and a critical lens informed by feminist
literary criticism, postcolonialism, and cultural studies. The study seeks to contribute to the
growing body of literature on South Asian literature and culture, and to provide insights into

the ways in which literature can challenge and critiqgue dominant cultural and societal values.

The study's findings have important implications for understanding the intersections of
gender, family, culture, and society in India. The study contributes to ongoing efforts to
dismantle patriarchal norms and systems in India and beyond, and highlights the importance
of empowering women through education and literacy. Ultimately, the study seeks to provide
a deeper understanding of the challenges faced by women in navigating the complexities of
family relationships and societal expectations, and to offer insights into the ways in which
literature can provide a means of critiquing and challenging dominant cultural and societal

values.

Literature Review
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The writer is a renowned Indian figure who has written extensively on themes related to
family, culture, and society. Her works have been praised for their insightful portrayal of the
challenges faced by women in navigating patriarchal structures and societal expectations.
This literature review will provide an overview of the critical reception of her work, focusing

on the themes of family, culture, and society.

That Long Silence (1988) is one of her most well-known works and explores the complexities
of Indian family life. The novel follows the story of a middle-class Indian housewife named
Jaya, who is forced to confront the challenges of her marriage and familial relationships. The
novel has been praised for its nuanced portrayal of the dynamics of the Indian joint family,
and for its exploration of the ways in which women navigate the expectations placed upon
them within this structure (Anand, 2018). The novel also critiques the societal pressures
placed upon women to conform to traditional gender roles, and the difficulties they face when

attempting to assert their independence (Deshpande, 1988).

Another notable work is The Binding Vine, which explores the themes of love, loss, and
family relationships. The novel centers around the lives of three women who are bound
together by their experiences of love and loss. The novel has been praised for its depiction of
the complexities of mother-daughter relationships, and the ways in which these relationships
are shaped by societal norms and expectations . The novel also critiques the patriarchal
structures that limit women's agency and the ways in which women are often defined by their

relationships to men (Deshpande, 1993).

Deshpande's Small Remedies (2000) is another work that explores the themes of family,
culture, and society. The novel follows the lives of two women from different generations,
both of whom struggle to reconcile their personal desires with societal expectations. The
novel has been praised for its nuanced exploration of the ways in which family relationships
are shaped by cultural and societal norms, and for its portrayal of the complexities of
intergenerational relationships (Sankaran, 2014). The novel also critiques the gendered power
dynamics that shape Indian society, and the ways in which women are often denied agency
and autonomy. Several research studies have been conducted on the themes of family,
culture, and society in the novels. This literature review will provide an overview of the key

findings from some of these studies.
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A study by Patel (2014) explored the theme of marriage and relationships in the novels of
Shashi Deshpande. The study found that Deshpande's works depict the challenges faced by
women in navigating patriarchal expectations and societal norms, and highlight the
importance of individual agency and empowerment in shaping the course of their lives. The
study also emphasized the ways in which Deshpande's works offer a critique of the gendered

power dynamics that shape Indian society and limit women's autonomy and agency.

Another study by Dwivedi (2016) examined the theme of motherhood in Deshpande's novels.
The study found that Deshpande's works provide a nuanced exploration of the complexities
of motherhood, and highlight the challenges faced by women in balancing their roles as
mothers and as individuals with their own desires and aspirations. The study also emphasized
the ways in which Deshpande's works offer a critique of the gendered expectations placed on
women as mothers, and highlight the importance of women's agency and empowerment in

shaping their lives.

“Moving On” offers a nuanced exploration of the complexities of cultural and familial
identity, and highlights the challenges faced by individuals in reconciling personal desires
with cultural and societal expectations. The study also emphasized the ways in which the
author’s works critique the gendered power dynamics that shape Indian society, and highlight
the importance of women's agency and empowerment in challenging and overcoming such
structures (Gupta, 2017).

Another study by Jha (2018) examined the theme of women's empowerment in Deshpande’s
novels. The study found that Deshpande's works provide a means of empowerment and
agency for women, and highlight the importance of individual autonomy in shaping the
course of their lives. The study also emphasized the ways in which Deshpande's works
challenge traditional gender roles and societal expectations, and offer a critique of the

patriarchal structures that limit women's agency and autonomy.

Srivastava (2015) conducted a study on the representation of motherhood in "Small
Remedies”. The study found that the novel portrays the challenges faced by mothers in
contemporary India, including the conflicts between personal aspirations and familial
responsibilities, and the pressures of societal expectations. It also emphasizes the role of
communication and understanding in building meaningful relationships between mothers and

their children.
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A study was conducted on the representation of domestic violence in "That Long Silence".
The study found that the novel portrays the psychological impact of domestic violence on
women, and how it affects their relationships with their families, their sense of self, and their
ability to make choices for themselves. It also highlights the importance of empathy, support,

and solidarity in helping women overcome the trauma of domestic violence (Mitra, 2017).

Patil (2015) examined the theme of cultural conflict in Deshpande's novel "The Binding
Vine". The study found that the novel portrays the clashes between traditional Indian values
and modern aspirations, and how they affect the relationships between family members,
especially between mothers and daughters. It also highlights the ways in which women
navigate the competing demands of tradition and modernity, and how they assert their own

agency and identity in the face of patriarchal norms.

(Rao, 2016) found thatb"The Dark Holds No Terrors™ emphasises on the struggles of a
woman to establish her own identity and agency in a society that seeks to define her in terms
of her familial and marital roles. It also highlights the importance of self-awareness and self-

discovery in overcoming the limitations imposed by social and cultural norms.

Shruti (2017) examined the theme of gender and power in Deshpande's novel "Moving On".
The study found that the novel portrays the complex power dynamics within family
relationships and the role of gender in shaping these dynamics. It also highlights the ways in
which women negotiate their agency and assert their independence in patriarchal social

structures.

Mishra and Dash (2018) conducted a study on the theme of mother-daughter relationships in
Deshpande's novel "The Roots of the Indian Drama". The study found that the novel portrays
the complex and sometimes fraught relationships between mothers and daughters, as well as
the impact of societal expectations on these relationships. It also emphasizes the importance

of communication and empathy in resolving conflicts and strengthening familial bonds.

"Moving On" reflects on the ways in which patriarchal norms and gender roles affect the
lives and choices of women, and how they resist and subvert these norms to assert their own
agency and identity. It also highlights the importance of education, economic independence,
and social support in empowering women to challenge and overcome patriarchal structures
(Pandey, 2018)
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(Rathore, 2018) found that "Roots and Shadows" has several motifs of the complexities and
contradictions of family relationships, including the tensions between generations, the
conflicts between tradition and modernity, and the challenges of navigating social and
cultural expectations. It also highlights the role of communication, empathy, and

understanding in building strong and resilient families.

Bhargava and Bhargava (2018) conducted a study on the portrayal of gender roles in
Deshpande's novel "The Dark Holds No Terrors”. The study found that the novel challenges
the traditional gender roles assigned to men and women in Indian society, and portrays the
struggle of the protagonist to break free from the shackles of patriarchy. It also highlights the
importance of education and economic independence in empowering women and enabling

them to assert their rights.

"In the Country of Deceit" portrays the systemic injustices and inequalities that exist in
Indian society, including the exploitation of women and lower castes, and the marginalization
of minorities. It also highlights the importance of social activism and collective action in

fighting against social injustice and creating a more equitable society (Bhat, 2018).

These studies, along with the ones previously mentioned, demonstrate the richness and
diversity of themes and perspectives in Shashi Deshpande's novels, and their relevance to
ongoing discussions of gender, family, and society in India. They underscore the importance

of literature in raising awareness, promoting empathy, and inspiring social change.
Conclusion

In conclusion, the literature reviewed suggests that Shashi Deshpande's novels offer a rich
and nuanced portrayal of the themes of family, culture, and society in contemporary India.
The studies demonstrate the diversity of perspectives and themes that Deshpande's works
address, ranging from motherhood, domestic violence, cultural conflict, identity, social
injustice, and gender roles. The works highlight the complexities and contradictions of Indian
society, and the ways in which individuals navigate the competing demands of tradition and

modernity, patriarchy and agency, social injustice and empowerment.

Furthermore, the literature underscores the relevance of Deshpande's works to ongoing
discussions of gender, identity, and social change in contemporary India, and their potential
to inspire empathy, understanding, and solidarity among readers. The works can serve as a
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catalyst for social and political activism, highlighting the importance of collective action in

creating a more equitable and just society. Overall, the literature reviewed suggests that

Shashi Deshpande's novels offer a powerful and thought-provoking reflection on the

challenges and opportunities of contemporary India, and its ongoing struggles for social,

cultural, and political transformation.
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